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ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

Jeannette Walls grew up in the 
southwest and in West Virginia. She 
lives in New York City and on Long 
Island, and is married to writer John 
Taylor. She is a regular contributor 
to MSNBC and has worked at 
several publications including 
Esquire, USA Today and New York 
Magazine. 
 

 
 

ABOUT THE GLASS CASTLE 

Rarely does a book generate such early excitement. Yet Jeannette Walls’ extraordinary 
memoir, THE GLASS CASTLE, has captured booksellers, reviewers and producers with its 
spare graceful writing and its unimaginable truths.  BookSense has made it a March pick. 
Publishers Weekly and Kirkus gave it starred reviews. Five book clubs have adopted it.  “Prime 
Time Live,” “Good Morning America,” Vanity Fair, and Entertainment Weekly have all been 
unable to resist “one of the most chaotic, heartbreaking childhoods ever to be set down on the 
page.” (Dani Shapiro, author of Family History).  Edward Ash-Milby of Barnes and Noble 
agrees: “You don’t always see this kind of media associated with a memoir.”   

 
THE GLASS CASTLE is the belief-defying story of an excruciating, tragic, hilarious, 

riveting childhood. From the sensational opening paragraphs, already causing such a buzz among 
early readers, to her ultimate triumph, Walls writes in a “journalistic, bare-bones style” (Kirkus) 
free from sentimentality or regret.  When cracks started to appear in the version of her life she 
was presenting to her colleagues at MSNBC and to the celebrities she writes about, Walls 
decided it was time to set the record straight – in her own words.   
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