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òThis time, like all times, is a very good time, if we but 
know what to do with it.ó 

 
~Ralph Waldo Emerson  

 
 

Emersonõs words offer a tonic to the difficult financial times our  

country is experiencing as well as to the recent incivility  weõve 

witnessed in Congress, on the tennis court, and on stage.  A very 

good thing that you could do with your time on November 12- 

14 would be to attend the TYCA-NE Conference in Boston.   

Come share an experience that is sure to rekindle your  

excitement about teaching English in the two-year college.  Enjoy 

time with your colleagues from Maine to Washington, DC. ñ  

rekindle old friendships and make new ones!  Iõll look for you in Bos-

ton! 

 

    Barbara Graham Cooper  
            Howard Community College  
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 Robert Bly and Donald Hall :   Friday Luncheon Keynote Speakers  

 What more can we offer for Fridayõs lunch-

eon than two of Americaõs finest poets, Robert  Bly 

and Donald Hall, who began their journey of work-

ing together, collaborating in college and continuing 

a literary friendship that now spans over 50 years?  

They were together in their college days at Har-

vard, worked on the editorial board of the literary 

magazine The Harvard Advocate, and continue their 

literary collaboration and friendship to this day.  

Bly and Hall have fulfilled their visionary work in-

tersecting rural landscape, American poetry, politi-

cal ideology, and, in different ways, each has cap-

tured a slice of American life in his poetry, essays, 

and prose pieces.  Donald Hall reflects on their re-

lationship in his latest prose work Unpacking the 
Boxes, A Memoir in Life and Poetry (Houghton Mifflin 

2008): 

 
 He [Robert Bly] and I spent hundreds of hours 

 together, talking poetry, reading each othersõ  

 work.  In those first years, we talked constantly 

 of Yeats and quoted him at each other.  We wrote 

 poems that suggested an Irish ancestry.  We took 

 lessons from the new young poets [Robert Lowell, 

 Richard Wilbur] . . . We saw each other every day. 

 After college, we continued to visit each other ñ in 

 Minnesota, in Michigan, in New York, in New Hamp- 

 shire, at various poetry occasions ñ as well as  

 writing each other something like twenty thousand 

 letters.  Fifty odd years later, this friendship endures 

 at the center of our lives.  By this time we have 

 shown each other our poems ñ celebrating and 

 damning, writing lines for each other ñ from the 

 ô40s into the ô00s. 

 

 Bringing Robert Bly and Donald Hall to-

gether on the podium  to read from their work 

and discuss their years of collaboration will be a 

momentous event for these two 80-year old po-

ets.  This will indeed be a rare appearance.  Our 

organization is blessed with the respect of these 

two poets who care deeply for the work we do as 

educators, scholars, and writers.  We are so 

grateful to them for accepting our invitation as 

collaborative keynote speakers. 

 At the conference, TYCA will sponsor a 

large book sale featuring many of their works.  

Plan to purchase some holiday gifts at the book 

signing following the reading! 

For further information about Robert Bly and 

Donald Hall, open the following links : 

 

 http://www.blueflowerarts.com/rbly.html 

 http://www.blueflowerarts.com/dhall.html 
 

 

Dawn Mendoza 

Dean College 

 

         

 

 

 

 

 




