
   

attests to TYCAõs useful-

ness to two-year college 

English teachers, but also 

gives TYCA a powerful 

voice in shaping post-

secondary education. 

Members of TYCA receive 

not only the full power and 

benefits of NCTE, but also 

an array of specialized 

services and opportunities 

for two-year college class-

rooms.  At its annual na-

tional conference, CCCC 

offers a significant number 

of sessions dedicated to 

research and teaching in 

two-year colleges. 

But for me, the greatest 
benefit to TYCA member-
ship is the annual regional 

TYCA conferenceña 
wonderful opportunity for 
professional development 
and renewal.  Each year 

our 

 Recently I was thinking 

back to my years as a 

student in the public 

schools in Central Penn-

sylvania.  As I thought 

about how hard my 

teachers worked to give 

us a solid education, it 

struck me that very few 

of them had much sup-

port or opportunity for 

professional develop-

ment.  I donõt recall any 

professional development 

days during the school 

year, nor do I recall that 

teachers ever had an 

opportunity to attend a 

professional conference. 

To be sure, the NCTE 

was founded in 1911, and 

certainly by the 1950s 

was doing all it could to 

provide support and 

continuing education to 

American teachers, but I 

donõt know how much of 

that support ever 

reached public school 

teachers working in small 

communities with few 

financial resources. 

We are fortunate to be 

teaching in a time of such 

wonderful support from 

NCTE.  What particularly 

impresses me is the 

speed with which the 

Two Year College Asso-

ciation (TYCA) has 

grown to meet the 

unique challenges faced 

by teachers in public two-

year colleges.  The public 

two-year college move-

ment is scarcely a half 

century old, and TYCA 

has grown so quickly that, 

by 2001, its national chair 

was given a seat on the 

NCTE governing board.  

This position not only 

Atlantic City, Here We Come!                         Laurie Leiberman  

Blowing sea grasses, 

windswept beaches, mi-

grating butterflies, and 

blue-green surf juxta-

posed against the glitz and 

glamour of world class 

casinos and entertain-

ment, topnotch restau-

rants and shopping.   This 

is Atlantic City and the 

site of the 2008 TYCA-

Northeast Conference. 

Join us in this vibrant 

resort city and connect 

with warm and colleagial  

Nestle in at the beautifully 

appointed Sheraton.  This 

lovely hotel is within walking 
distance of the ocean, a de-
signer outlet enclave, restau-

rants, casinos, and nightlife. 
 
Why do so many of us return 

each year for this conference?  
The location is an experience 
in itself, but it is our member-
ship that is the true draw.  

Make lasting friendships with 
colleagues from Maryland up 
through the Maritime Prov-

inces and beyond. 
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our regional conference 

offers outstanding presenta-
tions from our finest teach-

ers.  We also have opportu-

nities to learn more about 
the offerings from publisherõs 
representativesñwho de-
serve recognition and thanks 

for their generous support of 
each conference.  For many 
of us the most satisfying part 

of the conference is the 
opportunity to share, over 
coffee or dinner, classroom 

stories, fresh insights, and 
teaching tips. 
 

I hope that past conference 
attendees will join us again in 

Atlantic City, and that those 

who have not yet attended a 
TYCA-Northeast conference 
will join us for the first time 
in October.  And I encourage 

everyone to submit a pro-
posal, the form for which can 
be found on our website:  

www.tycanortheast.org. 
 
Thank you, everyone, for 

your support of TYCA-

Northeast.  See you in 

October! 
 

           ~DRS 
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I know I have. 
 

 ~LL 

 colleagues for an exciting 

exchange of ideas.  Our 
keynote speaker, award-
winning Andre Dubus, au-

thor of House of Sand and 
Fog, will sign your copy of 
his soon-to-be-released 
book, available at the con-

ference. 
 
After a day of stimulating 

workshops and presenta-
tions, participate in some of 
our planned activities:  get 

to know colleagues at a 
hosted dinner or the Friday 
night cocktail party.  You 

can reserve tickets for a 

show, take a guided stroll 
along the boardwalk and the 
Steel Pier.  Check out the 

architecture of the Casinos 
and compare what was then 
to what is now.  Extend your 
visit and explore the quintes-

sential Jersey Shore.  Learn 
our close-kept secret that 
October is New Jersey at its 

best.  Discover lighthouses, 
the Brigantine Wildlife Sanc-
tuary, historic Cape May, 

wine country, the exquisite 
Pine Barrensñand of course, 
Atlantic City. 

 

 

                          


